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2010 Community Kick-Off with Will Allen of Growing Power                     

“From The Ground Up With Longview School and Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle” 

                   (Training Sessions on Gardening and Local Healthy Food) 
 
 
Through a current RMA Outreach Partnership Agreement with the North Carolina Farm 
Transition Network, the USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) is funding this unique urban 
agriculture project at Longview School in Raleigh, North Carolina, which is an alternative school 
for at-risk youth.  This project is in coordination with the Longview FFA Chapter and involves 
hands-on training for students and the community about managing risks associated with 
gardening, horticulture, and local food enterprises.   
 
On April 5-6, 2010, training sessions on gardening and local healthy food will be held for 
students, teachers, and the community at the Longview School’s Garden and the Inter-Faith Food 
Shuttle’s Community Garden at Alliance Medical Ministry.  The training will be from 2:30pm - 
5:30pm on Monday April 5th at the Longview School, 318 North King Charles Road.  Will Allen 
of Growing Power located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin will be conducting the sessions.  Mr. Allen 
has become recognized as perhaps the preeminent voice and practitioner for urban agriculture in 
America and throughout the world.  Furthermore, on April 6th from 6:00pm – 8:00pm, Mr. Allen 
will speak at the 2010 Community Kick-Off and Reception at the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle’s 
Community Garden located at the Alliance Medical Ministry at 101 Donald Ross Drive at the 
corner of Donald Ross Drive and New Bern Avenue.  Food for the reception will be provided by 
Inter-Faith Food Shuttle’s Catering With A Cause.  This community kick-off and reception is free 
and open to the public for those who RSVP to Inter-Faith Food Shuttle by emailing 
cece@foodshuttle.org.  Or call 919-250-0043. 
 
All of the training sessions are entitled: “From the Ground Up With Longview School and Inter-
Faith Food Shuttle.”  These trainings are designed to show students, teachers, and the community 
that the food we eat starts from the ground and moves up through the food system. 
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The Longview students will get an opportunity to learn about the local food movement from Mr. 
Allen of Growing Power (http://www.growingpower.org).  He is a former professional basketball  
player who is the founder and CEO of Growing Power, which is a non-profit organization 
devoted to urban agriculture and community food systems.  Mr. Allen helped kick off the “Let’s 
Move” campaign to help reduce childhood obesity at the White House with First Lady Michelle 
Obama on February 9, 2010.  In addition, a select number of these students will travel with their 
FFA Advisor Patrick Faulkner to Growing Power in Milwaukee April 23-25, 2010 to receive 
training at Will Allen’s workshop called “From the Ground Up.”   

                                                                                                                   

 
 
This Longview project could serve as a model for other schools and communities in their efforts 
to provide agriculture, health, and nutrition education opportunities for students, improve student 
wellness, and help train these students for a career in food or agriculture-related fields.  This is a 
unique model because it is in an urban environment with at-risk students and it has the potential 
for regional and national impacts.   
 
The focus of this project is on teaching a special and alternative school population about 
horticulture in an urban community setting.  The students are learning the fundamentals of 
horticulture, from growing their own plants to an in-depth training of plant taxonomy.  These 
students are also learning about business ownership and entrepreneurship in horticulture and the 
growing local food movement.  In addition, a few of the vegetables that were grown - have been 
used as part of a meal served during a special occasion at Longview. 
 
The students have just started working in the garden area and already have seedlings coming up 
in the Longview School’s greenhouse.  Mr. Sun Butler of The Inter-Faith Food Shuttle has been 
working very diligently to help with Longview’s urban agriculture efforts and is one of the 
sponsors of these training sessions.   
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About the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle 
The Inter-Faith Food Shuttle is a non-profit organization that provides food for people at risk of hunger in 
seven counties in the Greater Triangle area.  The Food Shuttle works with a network of over 200 partner 
agencies including soup kitchens, food pantries, shelters, and programs for children, adults and seniors. In 
2009, the Food Shuttle recovered and distributed over 6 millions pounds of food through these partner 
agencies and through direct distribution programs. (www.foodshuttle.org). The Inter-Faith Food Shuttle is a 
non-traditional food bank and proud member of Feeding America and is an Agency of Excellence of the 
Greater Triangle United Way. 
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